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Art. XXYIII. — What We Observed during a Visit to the Seat of War in 1870. 
By Charles Orton, L.R.C.P. Edin., Medical Officer to the North Stafford¬ 
shire Infirmary; and William Dunnett Spanton, Surgeon to the North Staf¬ 
fordshire Infirmary. 8vo., pp. 39. London; J. & A. Churchill, 1871. 

The pamphlet before us is a reprint of a few letters originally published in 
the Lancet, and is, we suppose, intended to embody the surgical observations of 
the authors during their “ visit to the seat of war.” Unfortunately for the in¬ 
terests of surgical science, these observations were made somewhat late in the 
day. More than three weeks had elapsed after the fight around Sedan before 
the scene of conflict was reached by our venturesome surgeons. Meanwhile 
the dead had been buried, the surgeons’ work in field and hospital bad been 
almost finished, and the hospitals in great part vacated. Doubtless the North 
Staffordshire gentlemen had a pleasant trip, as is usually the case with all 
sight-seers and relic-hunters who crowd historic fields when once the smoke of 
battle has lifted, and the grass has fairly commenced to grow upon the graves 
of the slain. But criticism from sources such as these must be received with 
caution, more especially if it be censorious. 

It is an easy matter for the casual visitor to carp at the doings of those who 
have borne the burden of the day, and to pick out and pleasantly to notice mat¬ 
ters which he may regard as faults both of omission and commission. But with 
all his keenness of observation he can form but an inadequate idea of the re¬ 
sponsibilities of the military surgeon in time of action ; nor can he comprehend 
the fearful and pressing exigencies which influence the latter in the perform¬ 
ance of his duty. 

We are led to these remarks by the evident fault-finding tone of the North 
Staffordshire letters, in which we think scant justice is rendered to the many 
gentlemen who faithfully laboured in their humane mission among the Franco- 
Prussian wounded. The writers of these letters doubtless did intend fairly to 
represent what they “ observed at the seat of warbut it seems to us that after 
all they saw but very little, and certainly, as far as the medical public is con¬ 
cerned, but very little that was worth reporting. 

J. 11. B. 


Art. XXIX .—Lectures upon Diseases of the Rectum. By W. H. Van Buren, 
A.M., M.D., Professor of the Principles of Surgery, with Diseases of the 
Genito-Urinary Organs, &e., in the Bellevue Hospital Medical College, one of 
the Consulting Surgeons to the New York Hospital, of the Bellevue Hospi¬ 
tal, &c. 12mo. pp. 164. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1870. 

This brochure consists of eight lectures delivered at the Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College during the session of 1869-70, which have been written out 
and published at the request of some friends whose estimate of their value we 
heartily endorse. 

The first two lectures are occupied with the consideration of irritation of the 
anus dependent upon various causes, as skin diseases, and thread-worms, with 
the pathology and treatment of haemorrhoids. For the treatment of internal 
piles Dr. Yan Buren strongly advises removal by the ligature as one of the most 
satisfactory operations in surgery, holding that it is both effectual and abso- 
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lutely free from danger; which latter statement we suppose to be as true of 
this as of any operation whatever; for fatal tetanus, which we have known to 
follow the ligation of haemorrhoids upon three occasions, may follow a simple 
scratch, and the likelihood of its occurrence cannot be taken into consideration 
by the surgeon as among the probabilities which should influence his prognosis. 
The value of nitric acid is only admitted for those cases where there is a bleed¬ 
ing, spongy surface without any prominent tumour. 

For prolapse of the rectum when an operation was unavoidable Dr. Yan 
Buren has always had great satisfaction in the use of the actual cautery, 
applied linearly to the mucous membrane in the direction of the long diameter 
of the gut, with one or two touches to the skin of the anus; the subsequent 
contraction presenting a very perfect bar to after descent of the bowel. 

The subject of fistula in ano is discussed at some length, and early open¬ 
ing of all abscesses in the neighbourhood of the rectum is advised more to 
prevent burrowing than with any idea that the formation of a fistula will 
thereby be prevented; though such a result may occasionally be attained, as 
we have ourselves seen occur. 

While it is so customary at the present day to pronounce that time as wasted 
which is spent upon the older authors, not only in medicine, but in general 
literature, we rejoice to hear our lecturer indulge in a digression to speak in 
praise of the general scholarly attainments and surgical acumen of Mr. Perci- 
val Pott, and to recommend to the class the perusal of his works. 

For the treatment of fissure or irritable ulcer of the anus forcible dilatation 
and rupture of some fibres of the sphincter ani are endorsed as having proved 
uniformly successful in the hands of the author, and as being less severe than 
division of that muscle by the knife, as inculcated by Boyer. 

Lecture VI., upon stricture of the rectum, contains a very full account of the 
causes of this affection, and the whole subject is treated in a more exhaustive 
manner than is the case with any of the other matters touched upon in the 
volume. 

A good clinical description of cancer of the rectum is given in Lecture VII. 
The operation of lumbar colotomy is considered advisable in those cases of can¬ 
cer, mostly epithelial, where the progress of the disease is slow, and we are unable 
to discover such secondary deposits as would contraindicate any interference. 
According to Dr. Yan Buren, in cases of imperforate anus in children where colo¬ 
tomy is necessary, the weight of authority is in favour of Littr&’s operation in 
the groin, while that of Amussat in the lumbar region is most in favour in the 
cases of cancerous stricture in adults. In a foot-note upon the literature of 
the latter proceeding the subject is not brought farther than 1863, the later 
operations of Curling recorded in the London Hospital Reports, vols. ii. and iv., 
and some cases by other authors not being included. 

The concluding lecture speaks of the diagnostic exploration of the rectum, 
atony of its walls and impacted feces, and contains some valuable hygienic 
directions. 

We cannot approve of the orthography which persistently drops the diph¬ 
thong in the adjective derived from feces, and to write fceces and fecal on the 
same page, as our author does, appears inconsistent. 

The style is finished and attractive. While Dr. Yan Buren expressly dis¬ 
claims the title of exhaustive for these lectures, in our opinion he has so fully 
accomplished his design in making them simple, intelligible, and practical, that 
they may be read with pleasure and profit both by the surgeon and general 
practitioner. S. A. 



